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What is whole brain teaching? 

Whole brain teaching is a new "radical" idea to some, however it is nothing more than 
tried and true teaching practices, combined into a new approach. Whole brain teaching 
combines direct instruction, , sharing and immediate feedback to become a new style of 
teaching. Whole brain teaching surmounts to seven steps that a teacher incorporates 
into their everyday classroom. 

Step 1: Class-Yes 

The teacher of a whole brain classroom (WBC) uses this attention getter before 
beginning every class. The teacher begins class by saying "class" any way he/she likes, 
and in turn the class is responsible for mimicking the teachers voice by responding yes. 
Therefore, if the teacher says, "class, class, class, classy class!" The class must respond: 

yes, yes, yes, yessy, yes!" Once this step has been accomplished, the teacher moves on 
to step 

vu Step 2: Mirror 
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Similar to "Hands and Eyes," mirror allows the teacher to gain control of the 
classroom as well as have students mimic the motions and speech of the teacher. 

This is the main part of the lesson where teachers are expected to contribute their 
own silliness and movements into the lesson. Teachers will incorporate their 
own gestures, songs or chants in this portion of the lesson and the students are 
expected to "mirror" the teacher after the teacher says "Teach" and the class 
responds "OK." 

Step 3: Teach-OK 

This is the informative part of the lesson. Before beginning the teacher must divide the 
class into two groups, Ts and 2's the teacher in each pair will rotate each time. Then the 
teacher begins to teach small sections of information, while incorporating gestures, 
songs, movements and chants. When the teacher has finished a small portion of 
information he/she says to the class "Teach" and the class responds "OK!" In turn the 
students turn to teach each other, mimicking the "lesson" taught by the teacher. During 
this time the teacher observes the students' comprehension, if the teacher is not 
convinced the students understand the lesson, repeat this process. Otherwise, move to 
"class-yes" and begin another short lesson 

Step 7: Switch 

V 
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This step is to be used with the "Teach-OK" step, while students are teaching it is 
imperative that the same student not teacher every time. Therefore, in order to get 
every student involved in the lesson, the teacher will direct the students to 
Switch!, the students will respond by saying "switch" and the "teacher" of the 
group will rotate. 

'|v c- 

vi/ Step 4: Classroom Rules 
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Before beginning the actual "informative" part of each lesson, the teacher goes 
over the five classroom rules with the entire class. This is to ensure that everyone 
understands the rules, but it will also help the teacher in the end, if a student is not 
following rules. The rules and gestures are as follow: 

Follow directions quickly! (Make your hand shoot forward like a fish) 

Raise your hand for permission to speak (raise hand, bring down to head and 
make a talking motion). 

Respect yourself, respect others 

Make smart choices! (tap one finger to your temple as you say each word). 

Keep your dear teacher happy! (hold up each thumb and index finger out like an 

"L" framing your face; bob your head back and forth with each word and smile 
really big!) 

Step 5: Scoreboard Game 

Depending on the age of the students there are two different scoreboard games. 

For those students who are K-4 aged, students receive smileys or frownys in 
return for procedures performed well or procedures performed badly. There 
should never be a difference of more than 3 smileys to frownys, if this happens 
the students will become disinterested. However, the main motivator is the 
reward. When students receive a smiley the teacher exclaims "One second 
party!" and while making the smiley points to the students who exclaim "Oh 
Yeah! As opposed to when students receive a frowny and the teacher says 

"Mighty groan!" and the students life and drop their shoulders while groaning 
loudly. 

VV-, • . 

For those students who are 5-12 aged, students use the Teacher vs Student 
model. Similarly to the smiley and frowny system, students receive a point when 
they perform a procedure well, and they also receive the "One second party!," and 

T. Faizah M. AL-Yami 3rd Al-Abna'a Intermediate School 
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response. If students do not perform a procedure well, the teacher gives 
himself/herself a point and the "Mighty Groan!," response takes place. The same 
"rule of 3" applies here, the teacher vs student tally should never reach a 
difference of more than 3 points, because it will lead to student disinterest. 

Step 6: Hands and Eyes 

This step is used at any point during the lesson when you want students to pay 
"extra attention" to what you are saying/doing. To begin this process the teacher 
says, "Hands and Eyes!," and the students respond by mimicking the words and 
movements of the teacher 

Heads Down , Thumbs Up Thumbs down 

Two students put their heads down on their desks with their eyes closed and thumbs 
sticking up. The teacher ask a question and the students answer . If the answer is correct 
they raise their thumbs up and if the answer is incorrect they move thumbs down 

Concerns 

In addition, there is a concern about the teacher's high level of energy and the gestures. 
Any lesson may include the strategies and gestures that empower the teacher to 
continue high levels of enthusiasm with the class . 




References : 

•t - www. wholebrainteachina.com 

2. _ http://forums.atozteacherstuff.com/showthre a d.php?s=c9eaa58d4df9082a9b851fe31bbl75cc&t=10203n 

3. http://katebowski.blogspot.com/ 

4- http://www.sbcrevitalized.com 

5~www. teachin<iandlearnmatoaether.com/whole-brajn-teachina. cam 
6iht tp://www.YOUtube.com/watch?v=eBeWEKvGm2Y &l ist=PLFlDCD38BF8902185&index=l&feature=nlnn 
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Working with small groups 
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^ Guided reading gives teachers the opportunity to observe students as they read from 
7 ( ^ texts at their instructional reading levels. This strategy guide describes ideas that 
7|^ support guided reading, including practical suggestions for implementing it in the 
7,^- classroom; introduces guided reading; and includes a reading list for further 
7|^ investigation. 

Guided reading is subject to many interpretations, but Burkins & Croft (2010) identify 
7|£ these common elements: 

Matching student reading ability to text levels 
Giving everyone in the group the same text 
Introducing the text 
Listening to individuals read 

Prompting students to integrate their reading processes 
Engaging students in conversations about the text 
'(J The goal is to help students develop strategies to apply independently. Work focuses on 
'jv processes integral to reading proficiently, such as cross-checking print and meaning 
£ information, rather than on learning a particular book’s word meanings. (For example, a 
student might see an illustration and say “dog” when the text says puppy, but after 
noticing the beginning /p/ in puppy, correct the mistake.) During guided reading, 
o, teac hers monitor student reading processes and check that texts are within students’ 
grasps, allowing students to assemble their newly acquired skills into a smooth, 

^ integrated reading system 
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The Guided Reading Session 

Individual lessons vary based on student needs and particular texts, but try this general 

structure. 

1. Familiar rereading— Observe and make notes while students read books from 
earlier guided reading lessons. 

2. Introduction — Ask students to examine the book to see what they notice. 
Support students guiding themselves through a preview of the book and 
thinking about the text. Students may notice the book’s format or a particular 
element of the print. 

3. Reading practice Rotate from student to student while they read quietly or 
silently. Listen closely and make anecdotal notes. Intervene and prompt rarely, 
with broad questions like “What will you do next?” 

4. Discussion— Let students talk about what they noticed while reading. Support 
their efforts to think deeply and connect across the whole book. For example, a 
student may notice that an illustration opening the text shows ingredients in a 
pantry, and at the end, they are all over the kitchen. 

5. Teaching point — Offer a couple of instructions based on observations made 
during reading. Teaching points are most valuable when pointing to new 
things that students are demonstrating or ask for reflection on how they solved 
problems. 
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